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Parish Council Update 
 

Firstly, the Parish Council are very pleased to say that the last            
remaining casual vacancy for a Councillor was filled at the October 
meeting by Sam Sleep.  The Council welcome Sam to his new role. 

The November meeting was held at the Methodist Chapel Hall, where 
it will remain up to and including April 2023.   From May it moves to the    
Village Hall.    Members of the public are always more than welcome 
to attend meetings, and if they wish to make representations on              
matters affecting them, there is a section at the beginning of every 
meeting where they are invited to do so. 

County Councillor Adrian Parsons advised the council that Cornwall    
Council Highways Department has just completed the Road Safety 
Audit regarding the new speed restrictions at Daws House.  The   
Council requested that the report be made available to them for the 
next meeting. 

He also advised that regarding the A30/B3257 junction at Bodmin    
Services (Plusha), an initial round of funding will provide a feasibility 
study between Kennards House and Five Lanes.  Grade separation 
projects are being looked at, including Plusha.   It is hoped that there 
will be an update in the New Year. 

The Council expressed thanks to Councillor Julie Barlow and her     
husband for putting the village pump’s ‘hat on’ ie. the slate roof of the 
pump and also fixing the broken side panels.   They will be following 
up with painting it all too. 

Having looked into running a First Aid course for parishioners, the 
Council were pleased to hear that a parishioner and her husband are 
happy to teach some First Aid essentials at a course to be organised in 
the New Year.   This is going to be held via the Village Hall Committee, 
who will advise further details when known. 

During correspondence, it was advised that a resident is going to     
provide Christmas lunch in the Village Hall free of charge to those 
people who would otherwise be alone.   The Parish Council             
commended such a generous action. 

As the next issue is in January, the Parish Council would like to wish       
everyone a joyful festival season and all best wishes for the New Year. 
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To contact the Parish Council:  
 

Parish Council Clerk: parishcouncil@southpetherwinpc.org 
 

Parish Council Chairman: Phil Parsons. Tel 01566 777179,                                      
mobile 07737 008416, email philparsouthpetherwinpc.gmail.com  
 

Parish Council Vice-chair: Alison Barham, tel 01566 777461,  mo-
bile 07826 061932, email  alisonbsouthpetherwinpc@gmail.com 
 
Next meeting dates (all held on Wednesdays):     
December 14th (Methodist Chapel Hall) 
January 11th 2023 (Methodist Chapel Hall) 
 
Note: Planning Applications can be viewed via the Cornwall Council      
Website, Planning Portal and enter the application number. If you 
want to comment on an application, you will need to register first. 

Parish Council Information 

Welcome to the November/December issue…. 
 

Our front cover shows our 2023 Parish Calendar, which is now ready for 
distribution.  All profits will go to Cornwall Air Ambulance—see page 6 
for further details. 
As usual there is plenty going on in 
the parish, including a Christmas 
lights competition (see page 5), bingo 
in the village hall (page 16) plus     
several services and carol concerts for    
Christmas.   Also, please note page 
30, where parishioner Terri and her 
family invite all those who are alone 
this Christmas to join them for lunch 
in the Village Hall. 
Whatever you do this festive season, 
the committee send you their best 
wishes.   See you in the New Year for 
the next issue! 
 
Alison Barham, Editor 
 

Photo: Paula Stagg 
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‘Here’s one I made earlier!’ 
 
Armed with wire coat-hangers, tinsel and candles, children of my generation set 
about making Advent Crowns, encouraged by the presenters of BBC’s popular      
children’s TV programme, Blue Peter. Those of us who had a go struggled to find 
success in our crafts every bit as much as the presenters seemed to do, but suddenly 
they would abandon their efforts and announce, ‘Here’s one I made earlier!’ 
For many people today, Advent (which this year begins on Sunday 27 November and 
ends on Christmas Eve) is little more than Christmas-come-early. That’s a shame, as 
Advent is a time of expectation, of justice and of hope – and they are three things I 
think we could really do with as we approach the end of another difficult year. 
In modern Britain ‘hope’ as a verb (a ‘doing’ word, as my teacher used to say) is an 
overused, rather weak word – will it be fine tomorrow? I hope so (probably doesn’t 
matter so much really). But ‘hope’ as a noun (a ‘naming’ word) is used much more 
sparingly. When we lose ‘hope’ as individuals and as a nation we are losing        
something vital. 
‘Hope’ is a word which always reminds me of George – a motor-mechanic who had a 
small garage, on the edge of the car park near one of my many former chapels. As I 
parked my car, George, who had the propensity to sound miserable even when he was 
happy, came out to greet me. ‘Wanna cup of garage tea?’ he asked, with little        
expectation of an affirmative reply. 
‘Okay,’ I said. Five minutes later, George reappeared, with a mug that had been 
turned down by several charity shops. ‘You wonder where it’s all coming to,’ he said, 
in his characteristically cheery tone. ‘How do you mean, George?’ I asked. ‘Nuclear 
disaster, environmental disaster, ecological disaster, global warming, climate 
change?’ 
‘Yes,’ he said, becoming gloomier by the minute. ‘Where’s it all going to end?’  
‘Cheer up, George,’ I said. ‘The world is going to end when Jesus comes again in 
glory!’ This is the future dimension of the present hope. Gosh! Even churchgoers and 
a significant number (albeit still a minority) of clergy and ordained ministers are not 
so sure about that. When people tell me what they don’t believe, I ask them what they 
do believe … often, they go strangely quiet. 
The birthday of the great hymn writer of the Methodist movement, Charles Wesley 
(1707-1788), is not much celebrated, not least because he was a sickly child and by 
the time his parents realised he was going to survive they were not sure what day he 
was born on – they chose 18 December. However, he knew exactly the date that he 
trusted Jesus as his Lord and Saviour (21 May, 1738). 
                 Rejoice in glorious hope; 
                Jesus the judge shall come 
               And take his servants up 
               To their eternal home: 
                                    We soon shall hear the archangel’s voice; 
                                     The trump of God shall sound: Rejoice! 

John Haley 
(Revd John Haley, TYS, is a minister in the Launceston 

Area Methodist Circuit. His responsibilities include 
South Petherwin Methodist Church). 
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS  
COMPETITION 

 
The magazine is running a fun competition for    
Christmas lights in the parish.   Being very aware of 
the rising cost of electricity, the emphasis is on       
creativity, not quantity.    
The lights will be judged by an independent             
adjudicator w/c 5th December.   They will look along 
all the main roads and housing estates and as many 
of the outlying areas as possible.  If you are a bit off 
the beaten track please let us know if you would like 
to enter so that we ensure we don’t miss you.   Also, 
if there is anything you would like to point out about 
your display (e.g. solar-powered) please contact us.   
Otherwise you need do nothing. 
 
We have some lovely prizes from local businesses: 
· Two for one meal at The Frog & Bucket       
(main & dessert, cheapest meal free) 

· Tour voucher for two at Treguddick Gin        
Distillery 
· Lunch for two at Homeleigh, plus a set of      
indoor Christmas lights 
 

Contact: editor@southpetherwin.com. 
Or call 01566 777561 

 
Have a lovely Christmas season. 
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PARISH CALENDAR 2023 
In aid of Cornwall Air Ambulance 

 
We are really excited to say that our 
parish calendar for 2023 is now 
available.  It was hard to choose 
from the great selection of photos 
that we were sent, but everyone 
who sent us an image has been     
included.   A big thank you to all 
those who took part. 
 
The calendar is available for £6 and 
all the profits will go to Cornwall 
Air Ambulance.   Please help us to 
support this worthy cause. 
Cornwall Air Ambulance responds 
to around 1,100 missions every    
single year, providing critical care to 
patients who are seriously sick or 
injured.  
The AW169 helicopter provides an 
A&E for the skies and is operational 
19 hours a day, 365 days a year, 
along with two rapid response    
vehicles. The crew now carry blood 
on board the aircraft along with a 
range of specialist kit.  It costs   
nearly £5m to keep the charity 
running each year but it receives no 
direct government funding. 

Find out more at www.cornwallairambulancetrust.org. 
  
Calendars can be ordered online via our website and by contacting the   
magazine, plus there will also be doorstep deliveries through the parish via 
our volunteers and committee members. 
We are also hoping to have copies available in the mobile post office and the 
pub. 
 
Contact: editor@southpetherwin.com or call Alison on 01566 777561 
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From our Cornwall Councillor Adrian Parsons: 
 

As we head into winter one of the few things which has        
remained fairly settled has been the weather, with reasonably 
mild conditions for the time of year, but as so often is the case 
the arrival of November was ushered in along with the wind 
and the rain! This should bring a little relief regarding the low 
water levels in our reservoirs, as South West Water have       
announced that Colliford Lake is now only 20% full, so I     
suspect the ongoing hose pipe ban will be in place for quite 
some time yet. 
On the political front I can hardly ever remember things being 
quite so turbulent, initially with Liz Truss in place as our then PM and her Chancellor 
making some bold decisions. With his first mini budget, the pound was sent into free 
fall against the dollar and triggered financial turmoil. Thankfully some relief was 
offered to homes and businesses with the Energy Bill Relief Scheme which aims to 
cut prices for the next six months as electricity prices continue to soar. These actions 
have also triggered the Bank of England to raise interest rates to levels which haven’t 
been seen in a very long time, with more expected to come. 
My real concern is for those who have mortgages coming up for renewal or were 
hoping to buy their first home. Combined with the ever-increasing cost of living, 
things will become increasingly tight. Now more than ever we need to ensure that 
those on the lowest incomes and with greatest social needs won’t have to foot the bill 
for all this in the longer term.’ 
Cornwall has been identified as one of 38 local authorities within the Chancellor’s 
Growth Plan which sets out the benefits of having an Investment Zone. The          
administration are exploring this as they say it will bring a range of tax incentives 
and greater planning freedoms. Areas identified for further investment are Airport 
Newquay, Falmouth Docks, a floating offshore wind farm in the Celtic sea and    
Cornwall Council’s development at Langarth, Truro. Investment Zones in partnership 
with upper tier level funding will come with a Mayor for Cornwall attached. This still 
baffles me as I haven’t met anyone who thinks a Mayor for Cornwall will be positive 
for the Duchy, yet our Council Leader still pursues this aspiration! 
Unbelievably the council have proposed to relocate the Cornwall Fire and Rescue 
Critical Control Centre out of the county, possibly to Yorkshire! The service is far 
more than just a call centre, they manage incidents, mobilise, manage and support the 
crews, stay on the line and provide support to the caller. They also      manage the 
CCTV monitoring contract, COSERV Care Lifeline and Cormac’s out of hours ser-
vice.  If lost, Cornwall Council would still have to fund these vital services. The 
council should fund the service properly to ensure residents and visitors receive a 
service that’s fit for purpose. 
All this against a backdrop of the Deputy Leader at Cornwall Council announcing 
they already have a £62m black hole in the budget for next year! Let’s hope our    
Rugby League and Men’s Football teams give us something to cheer over the next 
month playing in their respective World Cups, as it’s looking like it’s going to be a 
long winter! It’s at times like this we should perhaps appreciate a little more the    
simple things in life that we have around us. Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and 
Peaceful New Year! 
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STERTS THEATRE  
WINTER SEASON NEWS 

 

                                                                     
 Sterts are very excited to have been   
given permission for their excellent 
Youth Theatre to perform the                  
s e n s a t i o n a l  J o s e p h  a n d  t h e             
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, the 
much-loved family classic with music by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by 
Tim Rice. This biblical story features 
iconic musical theatre c lassics             
including Any Dream Will Do, Close 
Every Door and Go, Go, Go Joseph.  
Join us  under the magical, technicolour 

canopy for this spectacular musical. 
Performances on November 26, 28, 29th & December 4, 6, 7, 9 & 10th 
including a couple of matinees. 
         
Then, on December 22nd at 7pm 
we will once again be  putting on 
the traditional Sterts Singers    
Candlelit Christmas Celebration. 
Dress up warm and celebrate the 
start of Christmas with Sterts 
Singers and friends seasonal 
blend of music and carols. The 
snack shack will be open with 
festive treats on sale. The event 
lasts a little over one hour. 
 
For all tickets, please phone the 
box office 01579 362382     
mornings only, or book online 
at www.sterts.co.uk.                
Sue Vernon 
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GEORGE BATEMAN 
 
 

Property Maintenance, Small Building Work,  
 

Interior & Exterior Decorating, etc.   
 

No Job too Small 
 

Tel: 01566 773752 

Jack Rich Mower Service and Repair  
Service and repairs to most makes and models of garden 
 machinery. Work tailored to suit requirements and budget.  
Collection and delivery available. Call Jack - 07580757880  

 
David Gibbs 
david.gibbs64@yahoo.com 
Call: 07980 316575   01566 772569 

Also available: 
Solar panels    -  Fascias    -    Soffits 
Gutters   -    External wall cleans 
FREE QUOTES 

Contact your local MP: SCOTT MANN (Con) 
 

Westminster:  
House of Commons, London  SW1A 0AA                             
 Constituency office of Scott Mann: 
10 Market  House Arcade, Fore Street,  
Bodmin  PL31 2JA                                                    
Telephone 01208 74337 
Email scott@scottmann.org.uk 
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Christmas and 2023 at  

Lawrence House Pop-up Museum 
 

 Our Pop-up Christmas Exhibition in 2021 
was curtailed by the declaration of a new 
Covid lockdown in December. We’re trying 

again from Friday 2 December with the Victorian Christmas exhibition (to 
coincide with the date that the Launceston Christmas lights will be 
switched on). The date when the pop-up will close in the last week before 
Christmas has not yet been decided so make sure you don’t miss it.       
Remember, it’s free to come in, though donations are always welcome 
(and can now be made electronically!) - so you can come as often as you 
like. 

Our monographs make quirky stocking fillers in a massive variety 
of subjects written with local historians in mind.  Still available at £10 is our 
double CD “Strictly Polyphon”, with all fifty of the museum’s 25¾(!!!!) inch 
metal disks recorded.  Our Polyphon played for dancing, so take a step 
back in time and listen to what Launceston’s  Victorians danced to.  

After Christmas, the pop-up will remain closed until it re-opens in 
February with a new exhibition,  'Launceston's Feudal Dues', last             
presented to King Charles when he was a young Duke of Cornwall.  
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THE FROG & BUCKET PUB  
SOUTH PETHERWIN 

 

A warm welcome 
awaits you! 

 

Traditional  Sunday 
lunches now being served. 

Booking recommended. 
 

Open 7 days a week  
from midday until 11pm 

(Monday from 4pm) 
Tel: 01566 776988 
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WILL WRITERS SERVICES 
01579 383892/07979850128 

 
As members of THE SOCIETY OF WILL WRITERS we offer a WILL WRITING   

SERVICE by a qualified and experienced professional who has to adhere to the strict 
standards of the Society. 

We will visit you in your own home for your convenience and advise/discuss and prepare 
your will for you for just £175. We offer full estate planning and advice. We can also 

prepare and submit LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY both Financial 
and Health and Welfare. 

A friendly local person (we only work in Devon and Cornwall, based in 
Callington) will be happy to help you with any queries you may have about 

the above.         www.willwritersservices.co.uk  
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Andrew 
Hosking 

 
 

Springfield 
Tregaller Lane, Daws House 

Launceston, Cornwall 
PL15 7JH 

Tel 01566 772537/ 
775818 

 
Designer & Maker of 

Quality Furniture & Joinery 

    Radford Plumbing  

  Kitchen & Bathroom Fi ng      
     Kitchens, Bathrooms, Wet Rooms  

 General Plumbing, Tiling   Electrical Work, 

     Flooring  Carpentry, Plastering  

     

                 · Free Quotes  
             · All work to high standards and guaranteed  
             · We manage your project from start to fin-
ish  
      

      Guy Radford  
      01566 782 070 / 07825 611 580  
      guy@radfordplumbing.co.uk  
      www.radfordplumbing.co.uk  
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South Petherwin Village Hall forthcoming events: 
 

Friday 9th December: Bingo (see below) 
Friday 20th January: Quiz evening 

More details to follow in January issue. 
 

If you would like to join the Committee, please contact the 
Secretary John Ashdown on 471299 or email 

j.ashdown56@btinternet.com 

South Petherwin Village Hall 
Christmas Cash Bingo 
Friday 9th December 

 

Doors open 6.15pm    Eyes down 7pm 
£8 for 8 games + op onal £2 for 2 flyers 

Raffle/Tea/coffee, mince pies available or BYOB 
To show interest or reserve seat email: 

j.e.barlow@hotmail.co.uk 

VILLAGE HALL COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING 
 

Cake and more delicious cake was on the menu at our Community Coffee 
morning early in October when the weather was more favourable and 
much less windy and wet!  Tea and coffee flowed, while topics of the day 
were discussed and solutions to problems mulled over.  Fleeting visitors 
came through while others stayed to enjoy the warm and welcoming     
relaxed conversation in the newly renovated Village Hall. The raffle was a 
great addition with lots of delighted winners.   Claire Ashdown 
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With the change of the clocks there has been a marked shift in the weather to 
a more autumnal feel. Shorter days and lower temperatures signal it’s time to 
prepare the garden for winter.      

Jobs in November & December 

· Now is an ideal time to plant trees, shrubs and evergreens. The soil is 
still relatively warm and there is less stress on the plants allowing them 
to establish their roots. 

· Plant up a winter container with small evergreens, winter pansies,    
daisies or primulas. 

· Make sure containers aren’t constantly sitting in water. Lift pots off the 
ground with pot feet or bricks.  

· Plant tulips either in pots or at least 20cm deep in the ground. 
· Cut back leggy shrubs and roses to prevent damage from heavy rain 

and wind and stake if necessary. 
· Bring into a greenhouse or garage, tender plants in pots such as       

cannas, agapanthus and fuchsias and those that prefer drier               
conditions.   

· Sow sweet peas, early hardy broad beans and salad crops. 
· Lift dahlia tubers and begonias and store in trays of dry compost in a 

frost free place until the spring.   
· Cut back and remove debris from perennials but leave more rigid seed-

heads for winter interest and wildlife.   
· Rake leaves from the lawn and pathways. Consider making leaf mould, 

a wonderful free mulch. A circular wire cage is ideal, although it may 
take some time.  

· If too wet to mow, keeping the lawn edges trimmed will make it look 
tidy.    

 
 
Nasturtiums taking over 
the raised bed and winter 
pansies. 

 
 
 

Ella Payne                                                                                                                                           Email: samnellap@gmail.com 
 

GARDENING MATTERS 
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The Really Useful Pages 

 

 
 Mobile Post Office       Every Thursday  3–5pm 

 

           South Petherwin Methodist Chapel Hall   
 

         The Post Office service is managed by Gunnislake Post Office   
Tel: 01822 832297 

 

Please note that service is available subject to stock availability, 
working technology, and may be closed without notice for       

reasons beyond our control, such as extreme weather conditions, 
staff  illness or the requirements of the host. 

 

Launceston Food Bank 
 

Helping Local People in Crisis 
 

Unit 13D   Newport Industrial Estate  Launceston   
PL15 8EX 
info@launceston.foodbank.org.uk   01566 779550 

Check website or telephone for opening times 

WHAT WHERE WHO 

Friendship Lunch 
Frog & Bucket                             

4th Thursday of the month 
Claire Ashdown 471299 

St Paternus Church coffee 
morning 

First Saturday of the month 
10-12; St Paternus Church 

D Adams 774244 

SING! The Frog & Bucket pub Sam Davies 07590 371796 

BIMBO's (Over 50's keep fit) Methodist Hall June Dungate 880057  

Games Club Village Hall Mar n Cargill 07956 121043 

Friendship Group 
Methodist Hall                   

Last Monday of the month  
2-4pm 

Joan Whale 772847   

Bell ringers St Paternus Church Nigel Parker 773233 

Table tennis Village Hall Bill Salt 779950 
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Oil Syndicate 
 

Contact Ann Nicholson  01566 779254 
 

Email agnhexworthy42@gmail.com 
 

Cornwall Council  
 
 

Tel 0300 1234 100 
 

Website:  
www.cornwall.gov.uk 
 

Email: enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk 
 

Cornwall Councillor:  Adrian Parsons  
cllr.adrian.parsons@cornwall.gov.uk 
Tel 01566 782296 

Church Services 
 
 

St Paternus Church (C of E) 
 

 
See page 20 for information on services. 

Church warden:  
Deborah Adams  01566 774244  

Brian Davis 01566 782936  
 
 

Methodist Chapel 
 

Sunday Service at 11am 
Minister: Rev John Haley 01822 833634  

Steward: Tony Stephens 776519  

                                              Useful Numbers 
 

Emergencies:  
Police Ambulance Fire Brigade Coastguard     999 
Police (Non emergency-general Enquiries)      101   
Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
Non-emergency medical calls                                                             111 
Crime stoppers    0800 555111 
Environment Agency—Emergency Hotline  0800 807060 
South West Water  0344 346 2020 
Western Power Distribution - emergency  0800 6783105 
 
Defibrillator access code (on wall of public toilets) = C123X 

 

South Petherwin Parish Council 
 
The Parish Council meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7pm.       
November—April they are held in the 
Methodist Chapel Hall. 
 

Parish Councillors: 
Chairman: Phil Parsons 
Michael Screech 
Adrian Finnimore 
Roger Kneebone 
Julie Butler 
Alison Barham 
Amy Jasper 
Julie Barlow 
Steve Rogers 
Sam Sleep 
Clerk:  Linda Coles 
Email:   parishcouncil@southpetherwinpc.org 

 
For rubbish, recycling
 and  garden waste  
collection dates: 
Call 0300 1234 100 or 
go  to: 
www.cornwall.gov.uk 
                            

 

Hall Hire 
 

Village Hall:  Contact Alison on 777561 
or John on 779796 

Methodist Hall: Contact Mary       
Stoneman on 773375 
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St Paternus Church (C of E) 

Upcoming Events    
Every Wednesday midweek service at 11.00am Eucharist with 
Reverend Sean Clancy.  

Church Warden – 01566 782936       
Facebook: Saint Paternus Community South Petherwin  
The Benefice of The Three Rivers and Altarnun shares its priest, Reverend Sean    
Clancy, with the parishes of Altarnun, Lawhitton, Lewannick and                            
South Petherwin. 

Annual gift 
day 

Saturday 26th 
November 

10am to 
11.30am 

An opportunity to donate 
to the church for its          
continuation & upkeep. 
Thank you 

Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 27th 
November 

10.15am With Dr Brian Davis 
  

Christmas 
Coffee 
Morning 

Saturday 3rd 
December 

10am to 
12 noon 

 

Gifts to buy and prizes to 
be won along with bacon 
sandwiches, mince pies, 
tea/coffee 

Eucharist Sunday 11th 
December 

9.30am With Reverend Sean    
Clancy 
  

Candlelit 
Christmas 
Carol     
Service 

Sunday 11th 
December 

6.30pm to 
7.30pm 

 

Carols sung by candle-
light followed by mince 
pies and a drink 

Christmas 
Morning 
Eucharist 

Sunday 25th 
December 

10am Our Christmas morning 
service 

Coffee 
morning 

Saturday 7th 
January 

10am to 
12 noon 

Join us for our first coffee 
morning of 2023 
  

Eucharist Sunday 8th 
January 

9.30am With Reverend Sean 
Clancy 

Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 22nd 
January 

10.15am With Dr Brian Davis 
  



 

21 

Ferret Facts 
 
While I was unloading the car I looked 
down to see a furry, thin, cute-faced      
creature sat by my foot; a ferret! It          
remained there confidently until our 
dog came over to   investigate. Ferrets 
are actually very social creatures, who 
crave social interaction. Many people 
have ferrets as pets, and they are     
believed to have been domesticated 
about 2,500 years ago, maybe with the 
ancient Greeks. Paintings of animals 
thought to be ferrets have even been 
found on the walls of Egyptian tombs. 
That said, although cute to look at they don’t do well with some other animals. 
Mice, rabbits, birds, reptiles, even dogs and cats, are all prey to the ferret. Their 
lean bodies and curious nature make ferrets naturals at getting down holes to 
chase rodents and rabbits out of burrows. This is the origin of the expression 
“ferret out.” 
 

Did you know? 
· The name ferret comes from the Latin word furittus, meaning “little thief”, 

maybe referring to the ferrets’ habit of squirreling away objects.  
· They belong to the weasel family Mustelidae, which includes polecats, 

stoats and ermines, and they are most likely descended from the         
European polecat.  

· A group of ferrets is a business (or historically a busyness), a female is a jill 
or sprite, a male is a hob or , and a baby under 1 year old is a kit.  

· They live for about 6-8 years. 
· They are about 20 inches long, and are sable, chocolate or cinnamon in 

colour. 
· When threatened, wild ferrets will “dance” in order to confuse their      

predators.  They are most active at dawn and dusk.  
· Excellent burrowers, they are small enough to run through narrow       

tunnels and even helped to the run the sound, TV, and lighting cables for       
London’s 1999 Party in the Park concert! 

 

We are keeping a lookout for a return visit of the furry mini beast!    Beccy Frame 
 
Joke found by the Editor:   Me:  Hello, RSPCA? There's a polecat clinging to my 
ceiling fan!  RSPCA: We don't believe you.    Me: Well you'll have to take my whirred 
ferret! 
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SOUTH PETHERWIN  

METHODIST CHURCH 

The chapel was beautifully decorated 
for our Harvest Festival service held on    
Sunday morning 2nd October. The     
service was led by the new minister 
Rev John Haley and was accompanied 
by his wife Janet. He introduced      
himself, as this was his first service 
taken at our chapel. Well known      
harvest hymns were sung including, To 
Thee, O Lord our Hearts we Raise and 
We Plough the Fields and Scatter. The 
organist was Mary Stoneman.           

Testimony and prayer request were invited. Angela Noakes read the first   
lesson Psalm 67: 1-7, Rev John Haley read the second lesson from Galatians 
6: 7–10 and from which he based his sermon. A man reaps what he sows, a 
biblical tradition of people giving thanks for the harvest, environmental issues 
and earth resources and just distribution. To grow spiritually as individuals, 
be Jesus-centred as Christians, and do not give up. The service concluded 
with the hymn, Come ye Faithful People Come. Donations had been invited 
for the Launceston Food Bank and the table was laden with food gifts through 
the generosity of our congregation. These were delivered to the Food Bank 
the following day, where they were gratefully received. We are now able to 
report that these totalled an amazing 66.45kg in weight. The beautiful      
flowers were distributed among the congregation. 
Mary Stoneman 

 

Methodist Church Christmas Service 
 

Carols 11a.m.    Sunday 18th December 2022 

Led by Rev John Haley 

Followed by refreshments 

All Welcome 
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A Service of Prayer, Thanksgiving and Commendation in remembrance of her late 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II held for the Parish of South Petherwin, took place in 
the Methodist Church on Sunday Morning 18th September 2022. The service was 
arranged jointly by Philip Parsons (Chairman of the  Parish Council) and Mary 
Stoneman (Methodist Church) and led by Rev Cathy Arscott.  The hymns sung 
were Praise My Soul the King of Heaven, The Lord’s my Shepherd, Great is Thy 
Faithfulness and O God Our Help in Ages Past. Bible readings from Psalm 139:1-
12 and John 14:1-6 were read by Angela Noakes and Julie Barlow respectively 
and Philip Parsons read ‘An Act of Thanksgiving for the life of her Majesty Queen    
Elizabeth II.’ 
In her address Rev Cathy reminded us of the many things the Queen was fond of: 
horses, her dogs, flowers and every morning she was woken to the sound of the 
bagpipes being played. She also commented on the Queen’s natural warmth and 
her ability to put you at ease, as well as her great sense of humour. Ahead of her 
Coronation she prayed that God may give her wisdom and strength to carry out 
the solemn promises she would be making and that she may faithfully serve Him 
and us all the days of her life. I think we can say, hands on hearts, that this is a 
prayer God has answered. Rev Cathy ended her address by reading Psalm 67.    
After the final hymn, prayers and blessing, the service concluded with the         
National Anthem. Coffee, tea, biscuits and conversation then followed in the     
Sunday School room. The Parish book of Condolences was in place for anyone 
wishing to sign it.                                                                                                                                                                                                    Mary Stoneman 

SOUTH PETHERWIN  

METHODIST CHURCH 

Photo: Paula Stagg 
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David Elcock 
 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
 
 

Tel: 01566 774249 
Mobile: 07977 041905 

 
 

 Trevale,  
 Daws House, 
 Launceston, 
 Cornwall 
 PL15 7JE 
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Spinal Touch Therapy: A gentle treatment re-aligning your body. Aiming to 
straighten the spine, relax and re-energise your body discarding toxins that build up.  
Bio Stress Release: Follows Spinal Touch Therapy and works on problem    
areas such as headaches, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica and many other             
complaints. 
Indian Head Massage: Massage of the head, neck, back, arms and shoulders 
releasing stress and tension, stimulating blood, lymph and oxygen flow. 
Hot Stone Massage: Heated smooth stones are combined with massage      
techniques to ease pain and give ultimate relaxation. 
Swedish Body Massage: A whole body therapeutic massage restoring health, 
calming and balancing the body. 
 

Claire Boundy  07825789306 | claire@cbholistictherapy.co.uk 
www.cbholistictherapy.co.uk  

10% off your first treatment with this advert  
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South Petherwin and Daws House residents get a 10%  
service discount. 

We carry out services and repairs for all oil fired boilers 
and cookers in the Launceston area. 
 
Our engineers carry spares as standard and aim to fix 
breakdowns in one visit. 
 
For more information speak to us on 01566 782789. 

 

Neighbourhood Watch in the Parish 
 
Co-ordinators:   
Tregaller Lane and Tremeale: Mary Stoneman (773375)  
The Village: Helen Masters (775545)      
Tiny Meadows: Richard Beacham  (773614) 
Daws House: Andrea Foster  (779181)    
School watch: Gillian Sleep  (773300)   
If you are interested in joining the scheme please contact any 
of the above.  
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Fully Insured Lady Gardener 
RHS Level 2 Certified 

 

Do you need extra help to keep 
your garden just the way 

you like it? 
 

Whether it’s regular appointments or a 
particular garden project, I offer: 

Planting and care of beds, border &  
Containers, design and re-design ideas. 
Weeding, digging and general tidying, 

pruning and cutting down, lawn and hedge 
cutting 

 
07968 170130 

LOVATON  
BOARDING  
CATTERY 

 
Feline Advisory Bureaux Listed Cattery 

Daws House, Launceston, PL15 7JF 
Home from home holiday for your cats, 

run by a qualified  
Veterinary Nurse; pick up and delivery 

service available. 
Modern purpose built PVC cattery, 

deluxe heated penthouse chalets 
 

Please ring Andrea for more in-
formation on 01566 779181 or 

email 
andrea@lovatoncattery.co.uk or 
visit www.lovatoncattery.co.uk 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING  
 
 

Launceston Male Voice Choir are 
singing (their own music followed 

by some Christmas music) at 
Treguddick Distillery on Friday 9th 

December from 7pm. 
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Some of the three wise men 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

One of the benefits of warm and wet autumns is that the grass keeps 
growing and the cows and cattle get an extended grazing season.  It 
has been exceptionally warm, and this will help to reduce the cost of 
feeding in the winter and the need for bedding straw.  
What is not certain this winter is the guarantee of a continuous electric 
supply. The dairy farmer, more than the beef and sheep famer, has a 

bigger demand with large     
cooler units to cool the milk. And 
so one of the popular              
conversations is around the type 
of generator…. Should  it be a 
three-phase or single-phase, 
what power, auto or manual 
start, petrol or diesel? Who really 
knows if they will be needed or 
just stand in a corner and collect 
dust!? 
Phil Parsons 

FARMING NEWS 

 
Join us for a  

Candlelit Christmas Carol Service 
Sunday 11th December at 6.30pm 

in South Petherwin Church 
 

 
 

A combined South Petherwin Church  
and South Petherwin Methodist Church service 

Mince pies  
and drinks 

Nine lessons 
and carols 
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This half term in school is always one of my favourites.  It is always a joyous place 
to be in the run up to all things Christmassy.    We started our half term with our 
wow week: ‘Expect Amazing’.  To launch the week, the children dressed as      
people who inspired them.  They had such  wonderful ideas from famous          
explorers to family members.  We even had our own mini Miss Paynter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am pleased to let you know that we have appointed Mrs Natalie Bewes to be 
our new Pre-School Manager.  This means we can now forge ahead with our   
exciting plans to re-open the setting.  Natalie has lots of experience as a              
Pre-School Manager and fantastic ideas to make the Pre-School a warm, friendly 
and happy place for the children.  Our opening date is Monday 9th January 2023.  
Please spread the word!  To register your interest in a place at our new                
Pre-School you can click on the links on our website, Twitter or Facebook.  Thank 
you. 
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SHARE Recycling for charity project 
 

What’s the point? 
Many collect because it’s recycling items that can’t be recycled    
elsewhere and we also make money for our charities.  
Every box of biscuit wrappers or cheese packets, Pringles or     
toothpaste tubes we send to TerraCycle gives us points, every 6 
months we redeem those points as money for charity.   The        
manufacturers determine what items we can send to gain points.  
Since 2019, we have raised £8443 for Kicks Count.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
KICKS COUNT charity is helping to reduce stillbirths by educating 
mum’s-to-be, about the importance of their baby’s kicks. There 
were 2,597 stillbirths in the UK in 2021:  7  babies are stillborn 
every day, leaving family and friends completely devastated.  
It’s Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month, if you’re feeling 
strong you should visit the Kicks Count website 
(www.kickscount.org.uk)  or Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
kickscount).   
 
The INK CARTRIDGES we collect are the only 
item that the project makes any money from. 
Last year you helped us cover all our project 
expenses, printing and lots of parcel tape. 
THANK YOU. Amazing support. 
 
New items now accepted: PPS Chinese 
Takeaway tubs, Tupperware and other 
brands, old  lunch boxes, plastic        
reusable bottles including old baby’s 
bottles.   
 
For a list of items we can collect for our charities and locations you 
can bring them to, please visit our website www.south-hill.co.uk/
charity-recycling or email SHARE@south-hill.co.uk or you can call/
text  Ali  project lead on 07305 044049. 
 
December collection: Thursday 8th at The Frog & Bucket 
car park. 
 

We can help you reduce your waste and help charities. 
 

MAKE A POINT OF RECYCLING MORE  
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SOUTH PETHERWIN CRICKET CLUB 
 
It was a mixed season for the club this year. The first team achieved their highest 
ever finish in the Cornish cricket league. We managed to finish 5th in Division 2, 
which we were all absolutely delighted with. This was down to the fantastic squad 
we have and with many different individuals putting in superb performances, one 
of which was Andrew Brenton's batting efforts. He finished with nearly 700 runs 
which was the 7th best in the league.  
The second team had a difficult season in Division 4, finishing 10th. We are unsure 
as of yet whether this will mean the team get relegated or not. Fingers crossed, we 
can stay in Division 4 for next season and prove that we can compete at that level. 
Mike Clements took on the second team captaincy this year and has done a       
superb job at getting 11 players out each and every game this season.  
We can also officially announce that we will be entering a woman's league team 
into the Cornish women's cricket league next year. This is a huge achievement for 
a small village club and one which we are very proud of. If you are or know of any 
women and girls who are keen to play cricket, please let me know on the details 
below. 
 If you would like to join the club in any capacity from playing, coaching or       
sponsoring, please feel free to contact me on my details below. We have training 
each week from April to September, which is free and open to males or females. 
We will also be hosting a few indoor training sessions in spring, before next season 
starts. Feel free to contact me if you'd like anymore details.  
 
Jacob Masters, First team captain              07891115713         jacoblrfc@hotmail.co.uk 

Spooktacular!  Thanks to    
Karen Harry for  sharing her 
amazing Hallowe’en windows! 

 

South Petherwin (Wind Turbine) 
Community Fund 

Your Fund – Your Money 
 
 

The SPCF holds and distributes funds made       
available to the parish by owners of two wind      

turbines within the parish, acting                   
independently from the parish council.    

Applications for funding by organisations  
or individuals are by post or online to:  

    
The Treasurer,  Jonathan Blake,   
Denley Barn,  South Petherwin,  

Launceston PL15 7LE 
Email: info@jbmml.co.uk   

Tel    07970 011651 
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FRIENDSHIP LUNCH 
 

With the promise of a delicious two-course meal, don’t forget to book your 
place for our last parish seniors lunch this year.  A huge thank you to       
Debbie, Ben and their team for making this all possible.     
There will be no Friendship lunch in December but we will be back on 
Thursday 26th January 2023. 

 
Friendship Lunch at  

The Frog and Bucket for our              
parish seniors 

12:30 on Thursday 24th  
November    2 courses for £10 
Please book by 18th November 

by calling  Claire or John  
on 01566 471299 

 
 

CaféScientifique is a nationwide        
network of groups for the informal 
discussion of scientific issues. 
 

Programme for Launceston Café Scientifique 2023 
 

14 Feb   Prof Steve Rowland University of Plymouth (topic to be confirmed) 
14 Mar   Dr Steve Goodhew University of Plymouth “Cobb houses” 
11 April   Prof Jolanta Kisielewska University of Plymouth 
The kidneys - small organs vital for life, why do they fail? 
9 May   Prof Richard Thompson University of Plymouth  (topic to be confirmed) 
13 June   Dr Robin Jackson University of Plymouth 
“Agricultural Technology in the Southwest” (topic to be confirmed) 
11 July   Local Young Scientists:  Presentations of their projects by the Aspire   
Programme Students, as they compete for the Café Scientifique Prizes 
12 Sept   Dr Scott Davidson University of Plymouth  
“Superheroes in the fight against climate change: the role of peatlands as natural 
climate solutions” 
10 Oct   Prof Johnjoe McFadden University of Surrey  Quantum Biology  (to be 
confirmed) 
14 Nov   Dr Jonah Fox University of Plymouth  "Atrial fibrillation" 
  
Talks are held at the Eagle House Hotel, Launceston PL15 8BA.    
For regular updates by email contact our secretary, Cherry Warne                             
cheerywatsonovna@btinternet.com or check out our Facebook page or website 
www.cafescilaunceston.org  
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Printed by Phil Tucker Email philip.tucker@parishmagazineprinting.co.uk 

Parish Magazine Committee 
 

Editor:  Alison Barham 777561   (editor@southpetherwin.com) 
Advertising:  Rebecca Frame (advertising@southpetherwin.com)  

Treasurer:   Helen Masters 775545     
Secretary:   Sue Vernon 772640  

Ella Payne 248423     Claire Ashdown 471299 
Distribution: Phil Parsons 777179 & Sue Vernon (as above) 

 

Copy for the next issue of the magazine should be emailed to Alison 
Barham or given to a member of the committee no later than         
3rd January 2023 please.   
Please direct any queries on distribution to Phil & Sue as above. 
All articles printed in the magazine are printed in good faith and are 
not necessarily the views of the editor or the committee.    
Please note that the magazine comes out mid month, so bear this in 
mind for the timing of forthcoming events. 
Please support our advertisers, they support the magazine.     
(Note that the Editor & committee cannot be held responsible for 
any goods or services which our advertisers provide.)    
 
PARISH WEBSITE: www.southpetherwin.com 

Helen Masters 


