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Parish Council Update 
 

Due to the sad death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on Thursday 8th 
September 2022, no Parish Council meeting was held.    

Back in the August meeting, the Council received a document called    
Operation London Bridge—if you haven’t heard of this through the media, 
this is the action plan that kicked in upon the formal announcement of the 
death of the Queen.   The plan includes the announcement of her death, 
the period of official mourning, and the details of her state funeral.   As 
Councils, we had information including the tolling of bells, when to make 
the proclamation,  and information about the Book of Condolence.  It is so 
sad that within a month we had to follow this action plan. 

Because Her Majesty’s death was announced after 4pm on the 8th, the 
bells were tolled the next day at noon.   They were tolled 96 times  - one 
for every year of her life.  The Union flag was at half mast on the tower of 
St Paternus.    The website was changed as instructed to feature a photo 
of Her Majesty, and the Notice of Commemoration from the Parish     
Council was posted—this can be found on page 4. 

The Parish Chairman was then requested to 
read the official Proclamation announcing the 
new King at St Paternus Church porch on    
Sunday 11th September at 6pm (left). The flag 
was raised to the full and returned to half mast.   
The Proclamation was well attended by         
parishioners, and a video of it can be found on 
the parish   website.   See page 5 for the     
Proclamation in full.     

After the Proclamation those in attendance 
shouted God Save the King and then the first 
verse of the National Anthem was sung—
replacing King for Queen, of course.   Then 
there were Three Cheers for His Majesty the 
King with a hearty response of Hip Hip Hurray.    

Afterwards, attendees were invited into the Church to sign the Book of 
Condolence and refreshments were available.  

On Thursday 15th, the Parish Council Chairman visited South Petherwin 
Primary School and read out the Proclamation at morning assembly.  

On Sunday 18th there was a Thanksgiving Service at the Methodist     
Chapel at 11am, led by the Rev. Cathy Arscott.    
 

Photo Peter Vernon 
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The Book Of Condolence was made available at the school, the         
Methodist Chapel and The Frog And Bucket. “We hope to include as 
many people by making the Book of Condolence available in a variety of 
venues across the parish. Each leaf will be leather bound, creating a      
valuable memory and resource for the parish.”  Chairman Phil Parsons. 

Her Majesty’s Funeral takes place on Monday 19th September and the 
day will be a National Bank Holiday.  

The day after the funeral,  the period of mourning officially comes to an 
end.   Flags return to full mast and the Book of Condolence will be         
removed, collated and bound. 
(Please note this is written at the time of going to press when some events were yet to take 
place.  You may receive your magazine before or after them.) 
 

To contact the Parish Council:  
Parish Council Clerk: parishcouncil@southpetherwinpc.org 
Parish Council Chairman: Phil Parsons. Tel 01566 777179,                                      
mobile 07737 008416       philparsouthpetherwinpc.gmail.com  
Parish Council Vice-chair: Alison Barham mobile 07826 061932 

Parish Council Update 

Welcome to the September/October issue…. 
 

How poignant that in the last issue we were covering the Queen’s        
Platinum Jubilee celebrations, but now Her Majesty has very sadly passed 
away and our cover and this issue pays tribute to her and her reign.   It is 
also a time of looking to the future, as we welcome a new King.  I think 
we all have mixed emotions at this moment of great change. 
 

As usual there is plenty going on in 
the parish: forthcoming events include 
an October Fest at the pub (p10), the       
Village hall is holding a coffee       
morning and separate table top sale 
(p17), and there are some things 
planned for Christmas too (p11).      
Also, don’t forget to submit your    
photos for the 2023 parish charity    
calendar (p6). 
Alison Barham, Editor 
 

Photo: Paula Stagg 
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A Notice of  Commemoration for                                             
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 
The Parish Council and residents of  the parish  
are deeply saddened to hear the announcement  

of  the death of  Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 
We reflect on the joy and happiness the parish 

shared during the Platinum Jubilee celebrations, 
with all ages wanting to say thank you to  

Her Majesty for her enduring love and service  
to her people both in Great Britain and across the 

Commonwealth.  
We remember her fitting words to the nation:   
" I cannot lead you into battle. I do not give you 

laws or administer justice, but I can do something 
else, I can give my heart and my devotion".   

Her Majesty's life has been a beacon of  hope,  
faith and devotion to her people.  

As a Parish Council we wish to extend our  
condolences and prayers to the royal family  

at this time of  grief  and mourning. 
 
 
 

 
Philip Parsons 

South Petherwin Parish Council Chairman 
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Form of  Proclamation for  

Proclaiming the New Sovereign in the 
United Kingdom 

  
Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to call to His Mercy 

our late Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth the Second of  
Blessed and Glorious Memory, by whose Decease the 
Crown of  the United Kingdom of  Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland is solely and rightfully come to The 
Prince Charles Philip Arthur George: We, therefore, the 

Lords Spiritual and Temporal of  this Realm and Members 
of  the House of  Commons, together with other members 

of  Her late Majesty’s Privy Council and representatives of  
the Realms and Territories, Aldermen and Citizens of     
London, and others, do now hereby with one voice and 

Consent of  Tongue and Heart publish and proclaim that 
The Prince Charles Philip Arthur George is now, by the 
Death of  our late Sovereign of  Happy Memory, become 

our only lawful and rightful Liege Lord Charles the Third, 
by the Grace of  God of  the United Kingdom of  Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland and of  His other Realms and 
Territories, King, Head of  the Commonwealth, Defender 
of  the Faith, to whom we do acknowledge all Faith and 
Obedience with humble Affection; beseeching God by 

whom Kings and Queens do reign to bless His Majesty 
with long and happy Years to reign over us. Given at St. 

James’s Palace this tenth day of  September in the year of  
Our Lord twenty thousand and twenty-two.  

GOD SAVE THE KING  
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PARISH CALENDAR 2023 
In aid of Cornwall Air Ambulance 

 
Following on from the success of our 
last calendar for 2021, we are going to 
produce another parish calendar for 
2023, which will be ready to buy in 
November.  The calendar will feature 
all your photos taken throughout the 
year: village life,  people, wildlife, pets, 
landscapes….  
Please send your photos by email to the 
editor by MONDAY OCTOBER 3rd 
(editor@southpetherwin.com). If you 
feature other people, please check that 
they are happy for the photo to be    
submitted and if your photo features 
children other than your own, you will 
need the permission of their parents.  
We will try to include as many as we 
possibly can and we will be aiming to 
follow the months and seasons as closely as possible, as we did last time. 
 

Cornwall Air Ambulance responds to 
around 1,100 missions every single year, 
providing critical care to patients who are 
seriously sick or injured.  
The AW169 helicopter provides an A&E 
for the skies and is operational 19 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, along with two rapid 
response vehicles. The crew now carry 

blood on board the aircraft along with a range of specialist kit.  It costs   
nearly £5m to keep the charity running each year but it receives no direct 
government funding. 
Find out more at www.cornwallairambulancetrust.org. 
  
We plan to sell the calendar for £6, but this will be confirmed nearer the 
time. Calendars can be ordered online via our website and by contacting the 
magazine, plus there will also be doorstep deliveries through the parish. 
More details to follow. 
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From our Cornwall Councillor Adrian Parsons: 
 

It is with great sadness as I write this report that we have 
learned of the passing of Her Majesty the Queen. At a time 
when personal desire and individuality dictates choice and   
values, here was a woman who had her life and role dictated to 
her and yet shows us a life well lived. She was a much loved, 
respected and remarkable lady, and has offered continual      
stability and leadership throughout times of great change. From 
the moment she took the throne it was always about service to 
her people, both at home and abroad, and we thank her for all 
she has done. Our thoughts are with the Royal Family at this 
sad time, as we reflect back over the period of national mourning on the Queen’s life 
and  her legacy to us all. God save the King. 
As we enter September we will quite likely have experienced the driest summer on 
record since 1976, having basked in prolonged periods of glorious sunshine. In early 
August we endured our second heatwave of the year with temperatures recorded in 
the UK exceeding over 30C for more than four days in a row. The land become 
parched and tinder dry leading to the risk of wild fires, with our national parks       
banning the use of barbecues due to potential fire hazards. There was even the       
occasion when harvest machinery set off sparks due to the hot working conditions 
causing fields of corn to ignite. We have also seen our local reservoirs drop to       
historic low levels following the influx of holiday makers to Cornwall and the       
dramatic increase in demand for our water supply as our population swells.  
Home on the farm we have managed to save a light second cut of silage and where 
the cattle and sheep are grazing grass is in short supply in what is becoming drought- 
like conditions. As for our corn harvest, this was combined the earliest we have ever 
known, with the straw being baled without the usual August shower and needing to 
be turned. All stacked in the shed in what I consider to be our easiest harvest on rec-
ord! Now we desperately need some rain to help the grass grow and replenish our 
water reserves, bringing an end to the current hose pipe ban! 
Again we have been warned Cornwall’s main hospital will be in absolute crisis this 
coming winter as the health and care system is being completely overwhelmed.  We 
desperately need to see improvements made in social care with more capacity added 
to get people moved out of the hospital in a timely fashion and to be cared for       
appropriately—otherwise these delays have a massive knock-on effect on all parts of 
the Royal Cornwall Hospital. The staff should be thanked for their dedication and 
innovation, continually working through this situation where there are regularly up to 
20 ambulances queuing, unable to hand over patients.  
We also have the ongoing issues in our dental sector which has been going on all too 
long in Cornwall, with it now being virtually impossible to find an NHS dentist if 
you aren’t already registered with a provider.    
Some welcome news is that the 425 bus service which ran to Altarnun from         
Launceston will be reinstated from September. The 425 route will revert back to   
operating as it did prior to April 2022 after some intense lobbying based on passenger 
feedback. Services 236 & 237 timings have been revised to offer a consistent pattern 
from each village to both Launceston and Liskeard each day of the week.    
Disappointingly, Service 76 from Launceston to Bodmin has been withdrawn, apart 
from the journeys that operate Service 76a for Launceston College.                   
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Patronage on Service 76 has been disappointing: w/c 11th June there was just 25    
passengers travelling per day (max) across all journeys generating an income for the 
whole week of circa £200. This made the route unsustainable going forwards. The 
Council Transport Division say they must ensure that resources are deployed where 
they are in most need. So to maintain and retain our rural service which many rely 
on, its vitally important passenger usage is kept up!  
It was good to see again the Launceston Agricultural show return to the Parish of 
South Petherwin on the 28th of July.  The weather stayed fair and I  think everyone 
enjoyed a thoroughly good day out. To see the queues of traffic trying to enter the 
site was reminiscent of shows as a lad growing up. It was wonderful to see the site 
buzzing with people in attendance, showing great support for those who give their 
time to put on the event and those exhibiting on the day,  showcasing all we have to 
offer locally!     
cllr.adrian.parsons@cornwall.gov.uk   tel 01566 782296 

STERTS THEATRE AUTUMN NEWS 
 

I hope some of you went to see ‘Honk’ at Sterts this      
summer, starring Andrew Hosking as Drake, father of six 

cute little ducklings and, ostensibly, one very ugly duckling. It may have 
sounded like a musical for children only, but it very certainly wasn’t! The 
singing & dancing were excellent, the costumes just gave a nod to the 
character involved (no duck costumes to be seen), there was a real 
pond on the stage, and all the older audience members appeared to 
enjoy it every bit as much as the young people. 
This autumn we are delighted to tell you that Andrew Lloyd Webber & 
his Really Useful Theatre Group have given Sterts Youth Theatre      
permission to put on ‘Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’. 
The production will be from 26-30th November & 6-10th December, so I 
would advise booking tickets asap, because Sterts Youth are           
enormously talented and it should be a sell-out show. 
Our highly popular Craft Fair has been extended to two days this year – 
19th & 20th November - and will be the place to buy lots of Christmas 
presents. There will, of course, be delicious refreshments to keep you 
going and to take home as well. We do hope you will come! 
In December, Sterts are putting on their first Christmas pantomime –
ELF, all about an elf whose job is to keep an eye on children for Santa. 
In the days leading up to Christmas, the elf reports back to Santa about 
which children are being naughty or nice, or so the story goes. This will 
run from16-19th December so, once again, buy your tickets sooner      
rather than later. 
Then to finish 2022, there will be the regular Christmas concert on 
Wednesday 21st December, with plenty of audience participation, and it 
is usually a sell-out.    I hope to see you there!!       Sue Vernon 
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GEORGE BATEMAN 
 
 

Property Maintenance, Small Building Work,  
 

Interior & Exterior Decorating, etc.   
 

No Job too Small 
 

Tel: 01566 773752 

Jack Rich Mower Service and Repair  
Service and repairs to most makes and models of garden 
 machinery. Work tailored to suit requirements and budget.  
Collection and delivery available. Call Jack - 07580757880  

 

The Frog and Bucket presents October Fest!! 
 

Friday 14th and Saturday 15th October 
Evening starts at 7pm, band starts at 8pm 

 
Featuring Launceston Oompah band 

German beers & food available (cost tbc) 
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CHRISTMAS 2022 
 

CAROL SINGING  
Parish carol singing at Treguddick Distillery in   
December is definitely going ahead.  
 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

The magazine will be running a fun competition for Christmas lights in 
the parish.   Being very aware of the rising cost of electricity, the     
emphasis will be on creativity and 
innovation, not quantity.   There will 
be some prizes from local          
businesses.    
 
More information on both to follow 
in the November issue. 
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THE FROG & BUCKET PUB  
SOUTH PETHERWIN 

 

A warm welcome 
awaits you! 

 

Traditional  Sunday 
lunches now being served. 

Booking recommended. 
 

Open 7 days a week  
from midday until 11pm 

(Monday from 4pm) 
Tel: 01566 776988 
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WILL WRITERS SERVICES 
01579 383892/07979850128 

 
As members of THE SOCIETY OF WILL WRITERS we offer a WILL WRITING   

SERVICE by a qualified and experienced professional who has to adhere to the strict 
standards of the Society. 

We will visit you in your own home for your convenience and advise/discuss and prepare 
your will for you for just £175. We offer full estate planning and advice. We can also 

prepare and submit LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY both Financial 
and Health and Welfare. 

A friendly local person (we only work in Devon and Cornwall, based in 
Callington) will be happy to help you with any queries you may have about 

the above.         www.willwritersservices.co.uk  
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Andrew 
Hosking 

 
 

Springfield 
Tregaller Lane, Daws House 

Launceston, Cornwall 
PL15 7JH 

Tel 01566 772537/ 
775818 

 
Designer & Maker of 

Quality Furniture & Joinery 

    Radford Plumbing  

  Kitchen & Bathroom Fi ng      
     Kitchens, Bathrooms, Wet Rooms  

 General Plumbing, Tiling   Electrical Work, 

     Flooring  Carpentry, Plastering  

     

                 · Free Quotes  
             · All work to high standards and guaranteed  
             · We manage your project from start to fin-
ish  
      

      Guy Radford  
      01566 782 070 / 07825 611 580  
      guy@radfordplumbing.co.uk  
      www.radfordplumbing.co.uk  
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The ancient art of  scything 
“You can’t imagine what an effectual remedy it is for every sort of foolishness.” 

So said Tolstoy in Anna Karenina about a day’s 
scything! Earlier this year a number of our        
volunteers attended a day’s training course in 
scything down near Liskeard. This was funded by 
Cormac as a thank you for our efforts. It’s some-
thing we’ve been long thinking of incorporating 
into the management of the churchyard, so was a 
welcome opportunity. 
Kevin the tutor explained the many styles and 
traditions of scything, the parts of the tool and 
the different blades available – they range from 
ditch blades for rough, uneven ground to fine 
grass cutting blades for lawns. Austrian scythes 
are mostly used these days as they are easier to 

use, and the handle (or snath as it is properly known) comes in three sizes 
with adjustable positions for the hand grips so the tool can be built around 
the size and shape of the individual user. 
Much of the skill is in keeping the blade sharp. The user carries a whetstone in 
a sheath and every few steps the blade needs to be honed. Periodically the 
blade also needs to be re-profiled in a process called peening, where the blade 
is hammered against a curved anvil to keep the bevel edge thin and sharp and 
prevent it becoming bull-nosed.   
Scything is very good for the mind and body. It 
is clean, quiet and not too taxing if done         
correctly - the motion has been described as 
similar to tai-chi - but of course the benefits are 
also environmental. There isn’t the soil        
compaction that can happen with machinery, it 
is carbon neutral and sustainable, it doesn’t    
require particular weather conditions, and also          
importantly there is less risk to any wildlife     
present as it can move away in good time.  
For the churchyard in particular there are added 
benefits. Sometimes the use of a large ride-on 
mower has resulted in damage to headstones – 
with scything this isn’t an issue. Also, the     
scything process results in neat rows of long stemmed cuttings that are much 
easier to collect and compost.  
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We have long been maintaining the paths 
through the grass with a manual push-along 
mower, and over time the introduction of    
scything into our scheme will further      
reduce the reliance on fossil-fuel driven 
maintenance.  
If you are interested in learning this ancient 
art, a range of courses are offered by Kevin, 
and you can find more information at 
skyegrove.co.uk – we will certainly be able 
to make use of your new found skills, and 
you can keep your shirt on - unlike a certain 
Ross Poldark!   
 

 
 

Karen Harry (South Petherwin Cake & Rakers) 
Website: https://spcakeandrakers.wixsite.com/wildlife  
Email: spcakeandrakers@gmail.com 

South Petherwin Village Hall forthcoming events: 
 

Monday 3rd October:  
Community Coffee morning (10-12) 

A small charge for refreshments.  Catch up with friends and 
neighbours.   Contact Julie Barlow on 779796. 

 
Saturday 15th October: Table top sale (10-12) 

£5 per table.   Contact Alison Barham on 777561. 
 

November: Wine & Wisdom.  More details to follow. 
 

To book the hall please contact Alison Barham on 777561 or 
John Barlow on 779796. 

 
If you would like to join the Committee, please contact the 

Secretary John Ashdown on 471299 or email 
j.ashdown56@btinternet.com 
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CORNWALL AIR AMBULANCE CHARITY DAY A 
GREAT SUCCESS 

 
Dave Gibbs, the organiser of 
the successful event last 
month, writes:  
 

I would like to thank you and 
t h e  S o u t h  P e t h e r w i n          
Magazine for all your support 
towards the Cornwall Air     
Ambulance Charity Day that 
The Frog & Bucket hosted on 
Saturday 13th August 2022. 
 

Special thanks go to The Frog 
& Bucket for allowing us to 
host the event at their       
premises. 
 

I would now like to thank the businesses that supported this day with 
their kind donations: 
Tool Station, RGB, Jewsons, Hockeridge & Stacey, Bridge Tools, M&CO, 
Stenlakes, Pat Williams, Tinhay Lifton, Truscotts, Ambrosia, Jaspers, 
Proper Handsome, Westgate Public House, Brian Andrew Ceramics, 
Country Chic, DJ Dave, Woolacotts, Define kitchens, DG Window     
Cleaning Services, David Galvin Construction Ltd, Bees & Trees, John & 
Julie Barlow, North Cornwall Bottled Gas & Solid Fuels, Red Down Beef 
& Lamb, George Bateman Property Maintenance, Julian Sanders,  
T R Doidge, Banburys Beauty Spa, Maunders, Chelwood Tool Co Ltd, 
Launceston Golf Club, Trethorne Golf Club, Hill View Holiday 
Lets, Webbers Estate Agents, Warrens Butchers, Martin Murray, Simon 
Able   Marquee Hire Gunnislake, Trethorne Leisure Park, Hidden Valley, 
Charlie Bears, and some anonymous donations. 
 

I apologise if I have missed anyone, but would like to thank you all again 
for your generosity. 
 

Lastly, I would like to thank all the people that were involved on the day.  
Without the support of all the volunteers this day would not have         
happened. Give yourselves a big pat on the back. Great job guys. 
 

I have to say a great big thank you for the support of the general public 
for helping us raise a fantastic sum of money. We raised £1808.10! 
Dave Gibbs 

Dave Gibbs and some of those involved  
handing over a cheque to the charity 
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South Petherwin Cricket Club: Community Fund 
 

As a recipient of funding from South Petherwin (Wind Turbine)         
Community Fund, South Petherwin Cricket Club have been asked to 
write a short article on the application process to encourage others in the 
wider Parish to submit applications. 
We were looking for assistance for a defibrillator for the club so enquired 
and requested an application form. 
The form itself is a single page document with an easy to understand    
advisory note on the rear.  
We had to complete who we were, who the beneficiaries were, the amount 
requested as well as how the monies benefit the parish and then            
forwarded this to the Fund for consideration. 
We received an answer shortly and as pictured were successful. 
Sam Payne 

 

South Petherwin (Wind Turbine) Community Fund 
Your Fund – Your Money 

 
The SPCF holds and distributes funds made available to the parish by owners of 

two wind turbines within the parish, acting independently from the parish    
council.   Applications for funding by organisations or individuals are by post or 

online to:    The Treasurer,  Jonathan Blake,   
Denley Barn,  South Petherwin, Launceston PL15 7LE 

Email: info@jbmml.co.uk  Tel    07970 011651 
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The Really Useful Pages 

 

 
 Mobile Post Office       Every Thursday  3–5pm 

 

           South Petherwin Methodist Chapel Hall   
 

         The Post Office service is managed by Gunnislake Post Office   
Tel: 01822 832297 

 

Please note that service is available subject to stock availability, 
working technology, and may be closed without notice for       

reasons beyond our control, such as extreme weather conditions, 
staff  illness or the requirements of the host. 

 

Launceston Food Bank 
 

Helping Local People in Crisis 
 

Unit 13D   Newport Industrial Estate  Launceston   
PL15 8EX 
info@launceston.foodbank.org.uk   01566 779550 

Check website or telephone for opening times 

WHAT WHERE WHO 

Friendship Lunch 
Frog & Bucket                             

4th Thursday of the month 
Claire Ashdown 471299 

St Paternus Church coffee 
morning 

First Saturday of the month 
10-12; St Paternus Church 

D Adams 774244 

SING! The Frog & Bucket pub Sam Davies 07590 371796 

BIMBO's (Over 50's keep fit) Methodist Hall June Dungate 880057  

Games Club Village Hall Mar n Cargill 07956 121043 

Friendship Group 
Methodist Hall                   

Last Monday of the month  
2-4pm 

Joan Whale 772847   

Bell ringers St Paternus Church Nigel Parker 773233 

Table tennis Village Hall Bill Salt 779950 
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Oil Syndicate 
 

Contact Ann Nicholson  01566 779254 
 

Email agnhexworthy42@gmail.com 
 

Cornwall Council  
 
 

Tel 0300 1234 100 
 

Website:  
www.cornwall.gov.uk 
 

Email: enquiries@cornwall.gov.uk 
 

Cornwall Councillor:  Adrian Parsons  
cllr.adrian.parsons@cornwall.gov.uk 
Tel 01566 782296 

Church Services 
 
 

St Paternus Church (C of E) 
 

 
See page 20 for information on services. 

Church warden:  
Deborah Adams  01566 774244  

Brian Davis 01566 782936  
 
 

Methodist Chapel 
 

Sunday Service at 11am 
Minister: Rev John Haley 01822 833634  

Steward: Tony Stephens 776519  

                                              Useful Numbers 
 

Emergencies:  
Police Ambulance Fire Brigade Coastguard     999 
Police (Non emergency-general Enquiries)      101   
Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 
Non-emergency medical calls                                                             111 
Crime stoppers    0800 555111 
Environment Agency—Emergency Hotline  0800 807060 
South West Water  0344 346 2020 
Western Power Distribution - emergency  0800 6783105 
 
Defibrillator access code (on wall of public toilets) = C123X 

 

South Petherwin Parish Council 
 
The Parish Council meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7pm.  
June—October they are held in the     
village hall. 
 
Parish Councillors: 
 

Chairman: Phil Parsons 
Michael Screech 
Adrian Finnimore 
Roger Kneebone 
Julie Butler 
Alison Barham 
Amy Jasper 
Julie Barlow 
Steve Rogers 
Clerk:  Linda Coles 
Email:   parishcouncil@southpetherwinpc.org 

 
For rubbish, recycling
 and  garden waste  
collection dates: 
Call 0300 1234 100 or 
go  to: 
www.cornwall.gov.uk 
                            

 

Hall Hire 
 

Village Hall:  Contact Alison on 777561 
or John on 779796 

Methodist Hall: Contact Mary       
Stoneman on 773375 
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Chris Paxman     6/2/43 -24/6/22 
 
Chris spent most of his childhood in Surrey, 
the youngest of three brothers. 
He went to Brighton in 1963 to do a Pharmacy 
degree, which is where he met Rosemary, 
who was training to be a primary school 
teacher. They got married in 1969 and        
eventually moved to Ludlow, in Shropshire, 
where Chris was manager of the local branch 
of Boots the Chemist. 
After seven years in Ludlow, Chris was moved 
to Ross-on-Wye, and after a couple of years, 
on to Newport in South Wales. It was then 
that he and Rosemary decided they’d like to 
buy their own business and so ended up     
purchasing ‘Tilley’s’ chemist in Launceston 

High Street, later moving the business to what is now Boots the Chemist.  
As well as running the business, Chris was chair of Cornwall Local           
Pharmaceutical Committee and a member of the Pharmaceutical            
Negotiating Committee. This latter role involved meeting and negotiating 
with junior ministers in London. 
They lived in St. Stephens for nearly forty years. and then decided to down- 
size and moved to Trelinnoe Close  in January 2019. 
Chris and Rosemary have three children, Alison, Andrew and Fiona, two of 
whom live locally. He was immensely proud of them, and also his eight 
grandchildren. 
Each time Chris and Rosemary moved they got involved with a local church 
as his Christian faith permeated his life and he held various offices in      
Central Methodist Church where they were members. He was also involved 
with the ‘Pearl of Africa’ children’s choir, which meant bringing 20 children 
and their teachers to the UK from schools in Uganda to raise money for 
2,000 orphans and poor children and organising a ten week tour of         
England. The choir spent time in various schools, taking workshops and 
then doing concerts, and also performing in churches and in the open air, 
weather permitting.  Chris also went to Uganda three times to help with 
various projects and to help manage the finances. 
Chris loved the countryside, and particularly mountains, wildlife, walking 
the coast path travelling, holidays and classical music. He loved cars and 
driving along twisty mountain roads, preferably with steep drops either 
side!  
He enjoyed living in South Petherwin, and enjoyed chatting to all the dog 
walkers when he was working in the front garden. 
He loved his family, and was a generous and kind husband, father and 
grandfather. 
He is fondly remembered by all those who loved him. 
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MEET HILDA  
 
This is Hilda.  She was found last year in 
early September, the tiniest, cutest little 
hoglet rolled in a ball, out in the open in 
our driveway one morning. Immediately I 
knew that she was way too tiny for the 
oncoming winter, she was only the size of 
a small apple. Also, in general, if you see a 
hedgehog in the daytime it is unwell, as 
they are nocturnal by nature.  So I scooped 
her up, placed her in a box of straw with 
some food and water and contacted a 
lovely lady who runs The Littlest Wildlife 
Hotel. It was agreed that she needed some 
expert attention, so off she went. It was        
discovered that she was a precious female 
and she was given the name Hilda. She 

was very underweight and also needed treatment for lungworm . She would not 
have made it through the winter hibernation.  
At the beginning of November, we received a call to say Hilda was ready for      
release, so we hurried off to get her and brought her back to our garden . We 
could not believe how much she had grown! We released her at dusk next to her 
new house, with some food and water nearby . 
I am very happy to say Hilda has remained a resident here and is seen out most 
evenings. A great success story, we were so pleased to have found her. 
I work in several gardens in the village, and we definitely have hedgehog            
populations in both Tiny Meadows and Trelinnoe Gardens. 
Here are a few tips to help look after them; 
If you would like to put out food the best 
thing you could offer them is wet or dry 
cat food. 
Don't give them milk as their stomachs 
cannot tolerate the lactose . 
Always have fresh water available . 
Leave an untidy corner in the garden if 
you can—they love piles of leaves, twigs 
and undergrowth to hibernate in. 
TAKE CARE driving at night, look out on 
the village roads . 
ALWAYS check bonfires before you light 
them. 
Enjoy watching them; they are extremely       
entertaining characters & very welcome 
visitors. 
Dan & Mel Bees 
Photo top when we first found her, below 
when she was  returned for release. 
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St Paternus Church (C of E) 
Remembering Her Majesty The Queen 
You can submit a message to the online book of condolence for Her   
Majesty The Queen on the Church of England website and also access 
Prayer and Liturgical resources. 
 
Church Services: 
 Second Sunday of every month at 9.30am – Eucharist with Reverend 
Sean Clancy 
 Fourth Sunday of every month at 10.15am – Morning Prayer with Dr 
Brian Davis 
 Every Wednesday midweek service at 11.00am – Eucharist with         
Reverend Sean Clancy 
  
Events 
Coffee mornings – first Saturday of each month.  Enjoy a bacon sandwich, 
piece of cake and a cup of coffee or tea. 
  
Freddie Screech was christened in the Church on 4th September 2022. 
  
Church Warden – 01566 782936  
Facebook – Saint Paternus Community South Petherwin  
Rev. Sean Clancy 07792 780596  

The flag flies at half mast to honour Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 
Photo: Sue Vernon 
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Change is in the air with signs of autumn colour and some much needed rain. 
Attention turns to tidying up the garden and harvesting crops ready for      
winter.  

Jobs in September  & October 

Right: Late summer    
colour and  interest with 
sedums, rudbeckia and 
hydrangea paniculata. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ella Payne                                                                                                                                           Email: samnellap@gmail.com 

GARDENING MATTERS 
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 SOUTH PETHERWIN        
METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday 2nd October: 11am 
Come and join us as we welcome 

our new Minister, Rev John Haley, 
who will be leading the service. 

 
Non perishable food donations welcome to 

support Launceston Food Bank  

SOUTH PETHERWIN  

METHODIST CHURCH 

Launceston Area Methodist Circuit 
Welcome Service was held on 
Wednesday 31st August 2022, 
where many representatives includ-
ing presbyters from churches and    
chapels far and wide gathered to 
welcome our new Minister and his 
wife, Rev John and Mrs Janet      
Haley. 
Rev Haley will be looking after five 
churches in his section, namely   
Coads Green, Lewannick, Rilla 
Mill, South Petherwin and      

Trebullett. The evening was led by our Superintendent Minister Rev David 
Miller, with his wife Elizabeth Miller ably operating the visuals. Three         
traditional hymns were played on the organ by Mary Stoneman and a music 
group led by Nicola Hosking accompanied: Bless the Lord O My Soul, More 
Like You Jesus and The Trumpets Sound. The Old Testament lesson was 
read by Carl Meyer (Coads Green) and the New Testament lesson read by Jill 
Price (Trebullett). 
Chair of the District, Rev Loraine Mellor, gave the sermon based on The 
Trumpet Sounds, welcoming the new Minister, heralding a new beginning 
and the service then proceeded to The Act of Welcome and Commissioning 
of Rev John Haley. The final hymn Revive Thy Work O Lord, was sung with 
traditional Methodist gusto, followed by the Blessing.  The congregation 
were then invited to go through to the Sunday School room where delicious 
refreshments were served. 
Mary Stoneman 
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Cornish Choirs sing in Birmingham 
 (From a born & bred Brummie) 

 
In the mid 1960s I married & moved away from my hometown of Birmingham, 
leaving behind a grimy & rather scruffy looking city. What a difference I found at 
the beginning of September this year when I arrived with 230 other Cornish    
choristers & their supporters to sing in a concert in the Symphony Hall. The city 
is so much cleaner, cultured & cosmopolitan, & many of the old building have 
been refurbished sympathetically & repurposed. Wherever you look, the lovely old 
architecture can be seen amongst the new buildings. And, of course, there was 
that Commonwealth Bull to be photographed with! 
Our concert had been postponed for nearly three years because of Covid &        
inevitably our numbers were down from the original 400, but nevertheless 19  
Cornish choirs were represented by over 230 voices. Having arrived on Friday 
evening at our hotel just a 10 minute walk from the Symphony Hall, we had a few 
short hours on Saturday morning to explore the city centre & vibrant canal area 
before our afternoon rehearsal. Then it was back to the hotel for a light tea & a 
rest before changing into our choir uniforms & returning for the concert. The 
Symphony Hall is beautiful in its red & gold livery & the acoustics certainly rival, 

if not better, the Royal 
Albert Hall. Our four 
m us i ca l  d i r e c to rs       
encouraged us to give 
our all to a selection of 
well rehearsed songs, 
turning up the volume 
when the organ kicked 
in on the last verses 
here & there. The      
audience appeared to 
love what they were 
hearing, & our soloists 
were loudly applauded. 
Daphne Skinnard,     
Assistant Editor for 
BBC Radio Cornwall, 
did a splendid job as our 
compere & really       

connected with the audience, not letting them forget how proud we all are to be 
from Cornwall. Lady St Levan gave a vote of thanks, & all proceeds from the     
concert will go to Cornwall Air Ambulance. 
Then back in the coach on Sunday morning to return home and not a drop of rain 
had we seen until we reached Okehampton. We realised then that we had left 
home in the summer & returned in a wet & rather chilly Autumn! But what a 
fabulous weekend we had had. 
         Peter Vernon 
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David Elcock 
 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
 
 

Tel: 01566 774249 
Mobile: 07977 041905 

 
 

 Trevale,  
 Daws House, 
 Launceston, 
 Cornwall 
 PL15 7JE 
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Spinal Touch Therapy: A gentle treatment re-aligning your body. Aiming to 
straighten the spine, relax and re-energise your body discarding toxins that build up.  
Bio Stress Release: Follows Spinal Touch Therapy and works on problem    
areas such as headaches, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica and many other             
complaints. 
Indian Head Massage: Massage of the head, neck, back, arms and shoulders 
releasing stress and tension, stimulating blood, lymph and oxygen flow. 
Hot Stone Massage: Heated smooth stones are combined with massage      
techniques to ease pain and give ultimate relaxation. 
Swedish Body Massage: A whole body therapeutic massage restoring health, 
calming and balancing the body. 
 

Claire Boundy  07825789306 | claire@cbholistictherapy.co.uk 
www.cbholistictherapy.co.uk  

10% off your first treatment with this advert  
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South Petherwin and Daws House residents get a 10%  
service discount. 

We carry out services and repairs for all oil fired boilers 
and cookers in the Launceston area. 
 
Our engineers carry spares as standard and aim to fix 
breakdowns in one visit. 
 
For more information speak to us on 01566 782789. 

 

Neighbourhood Watch in the Parish 
 
Co-ordinators:   
Tregaller Lane and Tremeale: Mary Stoneman (773375)  
The Village: Helen Masters (775545)      
Tiny Meadows: Richard Beacham  (773614) 
Daws House: Andrea Foster  (779181)    
School watch: Gillian Sleep  (773300)   
If you are interested in joining the scheme please contact any 
of the above.  
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Fully Insured Lady Gardener 
RHS Level 2 Certified 

 

Do you need extra help to keep 
your garden just the way 

you like it? 
 

Whether it’s regular appointments or a 
particular garden project, I offer: 

Planting and care of beds, border &  
Containers, design and re-design ideas. 
Weeding, digging and general tidying, 

pruning and cutting down, lawn and hedge 
cutting 

 
07968 170130 

LOVATON  
BOARDING  
CATTERY 

 
Feline Advisory Bureaux Listed Cattery 

Daws House, Launceston, PL15 7JF 
Home from home holiday for your cats, 

run by a qualified  
Veterinary Nurse; pick up and delivery 

service available. 
Modern purpose built PVC cattery, 

deluxe heated penthouse chalets 
 

Please ring Andrea for more in-
formation on 01566 779181 or 

email 
andrea@lovatoncattery.co.uk or 
visit www.lovatoncattery.co.uk 
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All Say Cheese! 

Photo: Mary Stoneman 
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Some of the three wise men 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Readers of this magazine may well     
remember the farming story in the last 
issue concerning the Thomas family, 

Treguddick Farm, and their prime show animals.  This August, the family 
were woken with the news that their farm sheds were on fire. All their 
hay and straw went up in flames and Luke Thomas said, “the fire      
temperature reached a 1000 degrees”.  Thankfully all the stock were 
outside in the fields.  
They are yet to find out how the fire was started, but the impact was 
devastating and it will take some time to rebuild the burnt and twisted 
steel sheds.  The Fire Service were able to contain  the fire to two sheds.  
Farming is an unpredictable business; no matter how well you may 
plan, a fire can cause serious setbacks. For most farmers it will be about 
a resilience and determination to overcome the unexpected and set 
new goals to focus on. One farmer summed it up in a single sentence,  
“ don’t keep looking back in the rear view mirror but look forward and 
concentrate on what’s ahead”.               Phil Parsons 

FARMING NEWS 

Contact your local MP: SCOTT MANN (Con) 
 

Westminster:  
House of Commons, London  SW1A 0AA                             
 Constituency office of Scott Mann: 
10 Market  House Arcade, Fore Street,  
Bodmin  PL31 2JA                                                    
Telephone 01208 74337 
Email scott@scottmann.org.uk 
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It is excellent to see everyone again after the summer holidays.  We also say a 
special welcome to our new pupils: Jack, Ted, Albert, Evelyn, Molly, Zara C,       
Baxter, Esme, Solli, Archie, Freya, John, Florence, Ellie, Harry, Darcie, Bowie and 
Zara S. 
 

Our first week of term has been clouded with two pieces of very sad news. South 
Petherwin School joins with the nation at this time in remembrance of Queen 
Elizabeth II, a very special monarch who we would thought would be with us   
forever.  She was mum, grandmother and great grandmother for so many of us 
and she will be sadly missed, but her life truly celebrated.  Our condolences are 
with her whole family.  
 

We were also very sorry to hear that Pre-School has closed.  We wish Rachel, Joy 
and Liz all the very best and thank them for their many years of care they have 
provided for the children in our village.  The governors and all the staff at school 
are committed to re-opening the facility as soon as possible.  We are in              
consultation with the Local Authority and will do all we can to give the children 
and their families the local provision that they deserve. 
 

Theresa Mills, Headteacher 
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SHARE Recycling for charity project 
 

Why did the bread roll?.....  Because it saw the butterfly! 
 

Save your bread bags and your burger buns, hot dog rolls, wraps, 
naans, pitta, thins, flat bread and crumpets packets. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We send them to Terracycle to be processed and made into garden 
furniture!  The manufacturers give money to our charity, Kicks 
Count, who help reduce UK still-births. It’s a win, win, win. 
We have raised over £8000 to date AND saved tonnes of valuable 
resources from being wasted, which have been made into new 
products. Thank you. 
 
Bring your items to a drop off point near you.                                                          
The trailer will be at TESCO Launceston on Thursday 7th October 
10:15 – 11:15am and will be at THE FROG & BUCKET at 11:30am. 
I need some help following my accident as I’ll be out of action for 
some time. I’m looking for someone who can you drive the car 
trailer once a month. It that you? 

 
Want to be more involved?  

Can you tow the recycling car trailer, on Oct 7th or once a month? 
Ask your local groups to save their biscuit wrappers! 

Take everyone’s blister packs to Superdrug!  
Let’s stop throwing stuff away that can be easily recycled.  

 
You can contact me by email iamalihumphreys@yahoo.com   

or text if possible or call 07305 044049. Thank You, Ali. 
 

For more information about drop off points and an updated list of 
accepted items go to www.south-hill.co.uk/charity-recycling  

 
Thank you for your continued support  

 
www.south-hill.co.uk/charity-recycling  
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SOUTH PETHERWIN METHODIST CHURCH 
 
A service of Thanksgiving was held at South Petherwin Chapel on 20th July 
2022 led by Rev Jo Smart, to celebrate the life of the late Margaret Stephens. 
Margaret and Tony moved to the village 8 years ago and soon embraced village 
life to the full. Margaret became involved with the chapel, community events, 
assisted at the school, served in the village shop, helped at the Christian 
bookshop and Street Pastors, to name but a few. On Sunday 10th March 2019, 
along with Tony, she was accepted into the membership of the chapel and    
supported Tony in his role of chapel steward. She became known as ‘Mrs Tea 
& Toast’ as, along with Tony, she hosted this event once a week during term 
time in the Sunday school room. This was well supported and very importantly 
provided a link with the school. 
Unfortunately, Margaret was taken ill over 12 months ago and bravely           
endured a long and complicated cancer-related illness. After having an          
operation at Derriford, her illness returned and she was latterly offered further 
specialist surgery at Basingstoke Hospital. She understood the risks involved 
but in her own words, she ‘put her trust in the lord’ and went ahead but         
unfortunately had some serious setbacks, and passed away on 9th June 2022. 
She is now at peace with her Lord. 
Our condolences go to Tony and family.                                   Mary Stoneman 

LAUNCESTON TOWN BAND 
 
Brilliant! Brilliant! Brilliant! Wow, what a fantastic performance by the 
Launceston Town Band, led by 
the adept Ann Brown, on Sunday 
21st  August. Show-stopping 
songs got the audience toe- tap-
ping and some up on their feet. 
There were so very many famil-
iar tunes and the odd tear-jerker. 
Not forgetting the impeccable 
solo rendition on the cornet of 
“Annie’s Song” by Elsie, just 10 
years old. The setting was perfect 
with the backdrop of fields at The 
Frog and Bucket and of course the sun came out to add to the absolute 
charm of the talented band.   
Claire Ashdown 
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FRIENDSHIP LUNCH 
 

Great company, great food,      
brilliant venue, what more can 
you ask for? Lots of laughter and 
lively chatter was the order of the 
day as we held our fourth     
Friendship Luncheon this year. 
Couples and singles alike          
experienced the relaxed           
atmosphere with amazing food!  
I have noticed over the last few 
months how new acquaintances 
have blossomed, past friendships 
have gone from strength to 
strength, and how confident and 
open our members have           

become.  Just what the doctor ordered!  Our thanks to Debbie, Ben and 
the team at the Frog and Bucket for making this possible! 
 
Next Friendship Lunches at The Frog and Bucket for 

our parish seniors: 
12.30 on Thursday 27th October  

2 courses for £10 
Please book by October 21st by calling Claire or John on 

01566 471299 

 

HAPPY 100th 
BIRTHDAY!! 

 
Mary Westlake celebrated 
her 100th birthday on 11th 

August with family and 
friends. Mary lived in        
Tregaller until a few      

weeks ago.  
Congratulations! 
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Printed by Phil Tucker Email philip.tucker@parishmagazineprinting.co.uk 

Parish Magazine Committee 
 

Editor:  Alison Barham 777561   (editor@southpetherwin.com) 
Advertising:  Rebecca Frame (advertising@southpetherwin.com)  

Treasurer:   Helen Masters 775545     
Secretary:   Sue Vernon 772640  

Ella Payne 248423     Claire Ashdown 471299 
Distribution: Phil Parsons 777179 & Sue Vernon (as above) 

 

Copy for the next issue of the magazine should be emailed to Alison 
Barham or given to a member of the committee no later than         
1st November please.   
Please direct any queries on distribution to Phil & Sue as above. 
All articles printed in the magazine are printed in good faith and are 
not necessarily the views of the editor or the committee.    
Please note that the magazine comes out mid month, so bear this in 
mind for the timing of forthcoming events. 
Please support our advertisers, they support the magazine.     
(Note that the Editor & committee cannot be held responsible for 
any goods or services which our advertisers provide.)    
 
PARISH WEBSITE: www.southpetherwin.com 


