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UPDATES THIS WEEK 

Hi all. It has been an interesting week, with much learning, and some better 
news stories to share.  

Parish Council  
Jonathan Blake and I joined the Parish Council meeting, Wednesday. We 
expressed our concerns regarding the current speeding problem and 
highlighted that the data was clearly showing noncompliance on the rise. We 
pointed out that measures to date could not be celebrated as success, and 
that the only answer was the installation of a SPECS system. We have 
requested that this be our combined message to Cornwall Council.  A 
question was posed to the attendee from Cornwall Council - What is so 
morally, ethically and systemically wrong with Cornwall Council that persistent 
requests for the safeguarding of lives on our roads, for which the council are 
responsible are con nually met with hiding behind guidance?  

We did not really get a printable response!  

Q – Has any village been able to secure such a system?  
 

The Village of Grampound is now the 5th Cornish village to have installed a 
SPECS system. The scheme was spearheaded by CC Bob Egerton and 
switched on in February 2020. No one has been killed on the road in 
Grampound, yet through continued lobbying at the council, they have 
succeeded. I believe also set a precedent for more installations. Bob 
explained that the Council seem to have a ‘unpublished’ policy of doing 
everything they can to derail the persistent requests from villages around the 
county for action.  This is only backed up by the police who incessantly use 
the 85th percentile as a valid excuse to extricate themselves from 
responsibility. As Bob explained, it is tantamount to a major supermarket 
advertising that no security is needed, as only 15% of their stock is stolen, and 
that is acceptable! 15% of traffic speeding through Daws House and South 
Petherwin is a long-distance hope without such systems. 50% is current 
reality.  
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It’s about respect 



He encourages the village to come together and continue pushing the council and authorities. He was not surprised to hear 
that even suggestions of a re-think of how to fund these schemes has been rebuffed.  

Q: What is the real cost of a SPECS system  

When questioned, the council are always keen to communicate that a SPECS system is ‘horrendously’ expensive and not 
within the grasp of such a village (normal followed by the 85th percentile comment).  

Timo from Jenoptik, the company who have installed all 5 system in our county kindly explained the options and 
possibilities during a recent phone call. He communicated that systems started at £50,000, not the £200,000 that 
Cornwall Council have previously suggested. He explained that a site survey would determine the extra costs, however if 
the road carried electricity, and there was ground to install the gantries, villages could access such a solution with 
reasonable cost.  

30th June Site meeting  
Natalie Warr, Oliver Jones and D&C police will be attending Daws House and South Petherwin on 30th June at 10:30. 
They are planning a site walk to discuss our concerns and start the process of how to offer a suitable solution. The only 
solution we feel is impactful, and not requiring street furniture such as speedbumps, or road narrowing is a SPECS system. 
We have proved, as have Grampound that gates and flashing signs are all positive, but as data shows, not impactful. Again, 
Bob Egerton has encouraged the village to resist further such measures, which simply go to waste public money, and are 
akin to fixing a gapping wound with a finger plaster!  

If you would like to attend the meeting on 30th June, 10:30 please can you let me know by email. We will have to consider 
social distancing, and therefore plans will need to be put in place to accommodate any larger numbers of attendees.  

Updated Correspondence  
The following correspondence has been sent this week, and I aim to continue exploring more avenues: 

 

1. Email to Safety Partnership Cornwall to encourage them to help us with this campaign. Safety Partnership, 
according to Bob will financially benefit from fines, should we achieve a SPECS installation. 

2. Email to Scott Mann to ask him to lobby the Transport department. Current criteria, and refusal to open the 
market for competition is the reason SPECS systems are so expensive.   

3. Email to Scott Mann to demand that the Government change their attitude and policy to allow local councils to 
reap the revenue for fixed penalty fines from locally installed SPECS systems.  

4. New contact made with Natalie Warr, from Cornwall Council. Natalie will now be our contact for this project. 
Natalie has been asked to clarify hierarchy at the council, so we understand who to continue lobbying.  

 

Lastly, a web domain has been purchased. www.villageroadsafety.co.uk It is not live but will be worked on in the 
background. The intention is to use this to run news feeds, and online petitions. I hope that collaboration with other 
villages in our county will also help us to get our voices heard.  

Alex  (07889 608913) 

 

“those who never change their minds, never change anything” – 
Churchill 


