
 

1 

 Issue no 82                                                                                           November 2017 

   Photography by Sue Vernon 



 

2 

 

Bangorôs Quarry Asphalt Plant Proposal 

By Alison Barham 

 

On Tuesday 17th October, Cormac held a public consultation in the village regard-

ing the asphalt plant proposal. It was well attended by the parish, and there were five 

people from Cormac there (including Ian Bounsell, Simon Deacon MD and Andy 

Bartle, the Penzance plant manager). They had plenty of information on hand with 

leaflets to take away. In early November there was also an opportunity for people to 

visit the Penzance site, which apparently a few people attended. I have listed below 

some of my key questions and other information that may be useful. 
 

How high will the chimney stack be and how much will we see? 

Approximately 5 metres of the top of the stack will be visible above the tree line and 

will be 26 metres high in total, lower than the Storm wind turbine (76m high). 
 

Will the air quality be affected? 

I was concerned about this as when you research the subject on line you hear that 

plants like this release cancer-causing chemicals into the air. However, apparently 

this is more the case for tarmac (produced using coal tar), whereas this plant will be 

producing bitumen (from crude oil). Some bitumen fumes will óescapeô when it is 

dropped in the lorries from hoppers above them. 
 

The rest of the process is completely enclosed, apart from the chimney stack which 

will emit predominantly water vapour and some dust particles. However, there will 

also be dust generated from the transporting of the aggregates etc. Prevailing winds 

are from the south-west, which means anything will be blown towards Launceston! 

The plant would be regulated and inspected by Cornwall Council with controls and 

measures in place to minimize emissions. According to Public Health England,  

 

A Very Merry Christmas  
to all our readers,  

contributors and advertisers!  
 

The magazine committee, would like to 
wish you a very happy Christmas and wonderful New Year. 
And special warm wishes to those in the parish who have 
been bereaved, suffer ill health or feel alone this year. I 
hope this magazine will help you feel part of a community of 
friends and that 2018 will bring better times ahead 
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óemissions to atmosphere are expected to have a negligible impact on air qualityô 

and there will be a óminimal release of odoursô. 
 

What affect will there be on traffic? 

Access only from Pennygillam, with additional 32 HGV movements per day on av-

erage (one leaflet stated 18, one 16 and another 32!). 
 

Are there any alternatives in place? 

No, MD Simon Deacon told me after an uncomfortable pause. This begs the ques-

tion that it is a bit of a ófait accompliô? The only answer I was given was that they 

would have to carry on as they are doing at presentéé..If given the go ahead, the 

site could be up & running within 6 months. 
 

 

When will it be in operation? 

From 6am to 5pm (more likely to be 2-2.30pm). Closed weekends and bank holidays 

(all they have permission for). 
 

Where do the aggregates come from? 

Ireland and Wales. 
 

Why is it required? 

To enable Cormac to get more road repairs completed every year, reduce haulage 

costs and to get more out of ever-reducing budgets. 
 

Will any jobs be created? 

óThere will be 2 to 3 full time jobs, additional work for tipper drivers, need for trades 

to assist with maintenance and people to supply parts and consumables.ô This infor-

mation is from their presentation: I emailed Ian Bounsall & Andy Bartle afterwards 

for more details, but havenôt had a reply yet. 
 

Personally, I came away feeling a bit more peace of mind as regards noise, emissions 

and odour, but I still have reservations about the amount of traffic that will be gener-

ated on an already busy industrial estate. I am also disappointed that there is no other 

option that they are looking into. 
 

Contacts 

Details & assessment reports can be found at Cornwallôs Planning Portal under 

PA17/04241. If you would like a copy of any of the leaflets available at the consulta-

tion please let me know. Otherwise the contacts at Cormac are: Andy Bartle Tel 

01736 336600 Email abartle@cornwall.gov.uk Ian Bounsell Email iboun-

sall@cormacltd.co.uk However, the only person who has got back to my enquiries 

so far, is a helpful lady called Billie: bgosling@cormacltd.co.uk 
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CASTLE VETERINARY GROUP LIMITED 

ñPersonal, Professional & Compassionate Careò 
 

Pennygillam Way, Launceston, PL15 7ED 

Telephone: Farm 01566 772371; Pets 01566 772211 
 

Website: www.castleveterinarygroup.co.uk 
 

Monday - Friday 8.30am - 6.30pm & Saturday 8.30am - 3.00pm 

24 hour emergency service provided by our own friendly vets 
 

Wishing all our clients and patients a happy and healthy festive season. 

Buté if you should need us, please donôt worry!  

Our vets will be available to help you over Christmas & New Year  

by calling them on the appropriate telephone number above. 
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      The origin of wearing a poppy 

                            By Alison Barham 

Many of us probably know that the red poppy was cho-

sen as a symbol of remembrance as it grows wild in many fields in northern France 

and  Belgium, where some of the deadliest battles of World War One were fought. 

Poppies are tough flowers which can grow anywhere, but are also delicate, so a fit-

ting emblem to remember those who died. 

The first Poppy Appeal was held in 1921, the founding year of The Royal British 

Legion. Red silk poppies, inspired by the famous First World War poem In Flanders 

Fields, sold out instantly and raised more than Ã106,000, helping veterans find em-

ployment and housing.  

You read various different things, from a claim that the red represents the blood of 

all those who gave their lives, the black represents mourning and the green leaf rep-

resents the grass and crops growing and future prosperity after the war.  Many say 

you should wear your poppy on the left, symbolising that you keep those who died 

close to your heart. Others say men should wear it on the left and women on the 

right.  There are also those who say that the leaf should point to 11 o'clock. 

The Royal British Legion says, "There is no right or wrong way to wear a poppy. It 

is a matter of personal choice whether an individual chooses to wear a poppy and 

also how they wear it. The best way to wear a poppy is to wear it with pride."  It is 

not a sign of support for war and death. Neither should it be seen as a symbol of reli-

gion or politics.  The white poppy, first introduced by the Womenôs Co-operative 

Guild in 1933, was designed to emphasise a lasting commitment to peace. In 2006, 

the purple  poppy was created to remember the animal victims of war. 

 

Remembrance Sunday 2017 
 

Despite the very windy weather, about 30 people gathered by 

the war memorial to hear a service led by Rev Jo Smart and Dr  

Brian Davies. Wreaths were presented by Luke Clement and  

Ray Horrell and the names of the fallen, from both world wars, 

were read out by Helena Northmore.  Deborah Adams led the 

singing of the National Anthem. It was a moving tribute to  

those who had given their lives and who have fought in conflicts 

throughout the decades in pursuit of freedom.  



 

6 

 
WITHY LANTERNS  
for CHRISTMAS! 

 

Nights are lengthening; logs, dumped 

outside, are stacked by burners and ink 

black skies are sparked with bright 

stars. Our thoughts go to warming 

drinks and food to nourish the soul  

and we make our plans for the coming season ð which brings me to two  

Saturdays before Christmas day, 16th December and this yearõs withy 

lantern work shop. 
 

Come to the village hall any time from 10a.m. and either help build the 

village sculture! Or build your own lantern, any size or shape, just make 

sure you can get it back outside the door. Warming refreshments, tea 

and cake available for a voluntary contribution, and each lantern costs 

Ã2 to make.  Allow about two hours, or longer for a super ambitious de-

sign. Lanterns are best lit with battery operated strings of lights so 

pick some up and come along! Own secateurs are helpful, old clothes 

necessary. Under 12s accompanied by adults. See you there! 
 

Enquiries call Abi: 01566 774873 

 

What are your earliest memories of Christmas? 
                                      By  Phil Parsons 
 

Three residents of the parish aged between 60 and 90  talked about their childhood  

Christmases. They agreed it had been a day to celebrate with simple fun and expec-

tations. A tangerine, nuts and a toy were the norm. One resident remembered her 

excitement at getting a spinning top.  
 

Although turkey was often eaten at lunch, some families had chicken or duck. One 

commented óDad had to go and work on the farmerôs farm before we could sit down 

to our lunch.ô The  pudding was often a steamed suet pudding, not  

the luxury dessert filled with nuts fruit and brandy like today. Each 

of the respondents considered their childhood Christmases as a 

very special time and looked back  nostalgically to a time when 

they had fewer presents and  more simple pleasures.  
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According to legend, this popular Christmas song 

was actually used by Christian parents during the religious wars of the 16
th
 

century in England, to secretly teach their children their catechism. Each 

symbol has a specific meaning to teach one part of the Christian faith. 

Whether or not this is historically accurate, it is easy to see how it could 

work: 
 

The True Love in the song is not a smitten boy or girl but Jesus Christ, be-

cause truly Love was born on Christmas Day. 

The partridge in the pear tree also represents Jesus, because that bird is 

also willing to sacrifice its life if necessary to protect its young. 

The two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments 

The three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 

The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John 

The five golden rings represented the first five books of the Old Testament, 

which describe manôs fall into sin and the great love of God. 

The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation 

Seven swans a-swimming represented the seven-fold gifts of the Holy Spirit 

ï Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership & 

Mercy 

The eight maids a-milking  were the eight Beatitudes 

Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit ï Charity, Joy, 

Peace, Patience(Forebearance) Goodness(Kindness) Mildness, Fidelity, 

Modesty & Continency(Chastity) 

The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments 

The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful Apostles 

The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in 

the Apostlesô Creed. 

So, not quite the nonsense song we all thought, but a rather nice way to  

remind us all today of the true meaning of Christmas        Sue Vernon 
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The first step for bright young things. 

Our experienced staff develop ñwarm and caring relationships with the  
children that foster a general sense of trust and well-beingò  

and ñhelp to promote the development of early communication skills and a  
positive attitude to learning.ò  Ofsted 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday : 9am ï 3pm 
Friday : 9am ï 1pm  Lunch Club: 12 ï 1pm 

Ã10.50 half day / Ã21 full day 
 

We now have places for funded two year olds. 
For more information call Rachel on 01566 779476 

Charity Number: 1024955 
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